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Wit, Wisdom and
Wine 2005 Has
Record Attendance

In spite of fierce competition from an
“Opening” a theRochester Art Center, a
concert by British Export, and bull riding
at Mayo Civic, Wit, Wisdom and Wine
exceeded previous
yearsattendanceand
net revenue by a
comfortable margin.
Hot tickets for the
evening were Tim
Penny, (who
indicated that he
would be happy todo
areturn engagement),

Tim Penny

followed by theusud suspects, Dr. Charles
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Abboud, (Middle East) Mike Cords,
(Wine) Jim Russell, (Consequences
of World War I) and Father Nick,
(Just Keep the Change).

Theexcdlent winefromAndy’sheld
up but thegreat horsd’ oeuvresfrom
Daube’s didn’t last long. We had
severa couples sign up at the last
minute (welcometo Rochester).

Oneof many great itemsthat brought
some active bidding at the silent
auction wasabeautiful hand carved
mahogany settee from the Jepara
region of Indonesia. The piecewas
donated to the event by the always
generous Ann Haddor ff of the
Chateau Ste Giverny Care Center. It

sold for $400.00.

It seems the Library Foundation has a
uniqueand popular format for afund-raiser.
Peoplelikethe educationa/informationa
approach and they also have a nice
evening out.

Specid thanksgo to Cynthia Daubeand
Don DeK eyrd whokindly donated radio
advertisngair timefrom Daube sBakery
and from Construction Partnership Inc. to
promote our event. Cynthiaalso recorded
theradio ad at KNXR with Roy Achter.
Thank youtothesponsorsof Wit, Wisdom,
andWine 2005: Yaggy Colby Associates,
Contruction Partner ship, and Davies
Printing.
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Libraries Change Lives

Harry and Del ores Swedlund areannual donorstothe
Rochester Public Library Foundationand areavidlibrary
users. The Swedlunds consider the library to be a
wonderful place. They already own “a houseful of
books” so they seldom buy books anymore, and yet
they lovereading. Harry recallsthat growing up in
Minneapoliswith abranchlibrary lessthan ablock and
ahalf away ingtilledinhiman early loveof libraries.
Harry’smother shared her love of reading with himtoo.
Shehad 21920 thumb indexed edition of Shakespeare's
Collected Worksand it was quiteworn, so shehad it
rebound and shegaveit to Harry asagift. Itisoneof
hisfavorite books, and he often takesit with him on
vacations. Hisother favorite book isDon Quixote. Hesaysthat itis“endlessly
entertaining” and he hasread it severa times. Harry isamember of the Literature
into Filmbook discussion group at Rochester Public Library. A highlight was
discussing Don Quixotewith thegroup. Infact, agentleman from Spain attended
the group discussion and shed agreat deal of new light onthebook for Harry.

Harry and Delores
Swedlund

The Swedlundsgive appreciated sharesfromamutual fund to the Rochester Public
Library Foundation. “ Thereisatax advantagetothis,” Harry explained, “ You can
get anincometax deduction for thefull amount of the gift without having to pay
capital gainstax on appreciated sharesor stocks (or property for that matter), so
it'saway to reduce your tax liability and at the same time donate to aworthy
cause” Harry and Ddoresare savvy and conscientiousdonors, they evensubscribe
to the American Philanthropy Institute Newsletter which ranks nonreligious
charitableorganizations. They consider the Rochester Public Library Foundation
to beaworthwhilerecipient of their philanthropic investments.
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The Endowment Fund
Empowers Library Users

Theendowment fund beganin November
2002 with agift of $250,000 from Mayo
Clinic. 2004 was the first year the
Foundation allocated proceedsfrom the
endowment fundtothelibrary. Foundation
fundsenabledthelibrary to:

-begin acollection of storytimekitsfor
child-careprovidersin our community
-increaseforeign language collectionsfor
al ages, bothinnumber of itemsavailable
and number of languages

-increasethe audio book collection

Thisyear the Foundation Board all ocated
$21,944 in endowment fund proceedsto
thelibrary, compared to $13,542in 2004.
AtitsJanuary meeting, theLibrary Board
goproved funding for thefollowing projects
which meet the obj ectives established by
the Foundation:

- User Needs A ssessment: $10,900 —
aprofessional marketing company will
conduct a comprehensive survey to
determinecommunity needs

- Additiond storytimekits. $3,800—the
library received very positivefeedback on
the storytimekitsand wantsto continue
expanding thisproject

- Rochester Reads: $3,000—thelibrary
joins with other organizations and
businessesto present aone community-
one book program

- Audiobooks: $2,000

- Expansion of book discussion Kits:
$1,300—"“Book GroupinaBag” kitstake
all of thehassleout of book discussions.
- Somdli orientation video/DVD: $944 -
in 2004 the library received a grant to
produceavideo orientationtothelibrary
inthe Somdi language. Foundationsfunds
will supplement thegrant.

Thank you for your continued support!
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Ways To Contribute

The Foundation’s mission is to raise
private funds for educational and
informational resourcesand projectsina
manner that doesnot diminish the need
for strong public funding.

Endowment Fund - In 2002, theMayo
Clinic took a leadership role in
demonstrating its commitment to the
publiclibrary by contributing $250,000
to establish the Foundation’ sendowment
fund. Donationstothisfund may becash,
stock/bonds/other assets, or naming the
Rochester Public Library Foundation as
abeneficiary inawill. Inaddition, Mayo

Clinic hasestablished achdlengegrant that
each year for fiveyears, will match, dollar
for dollar, every gift up to $50,000 madeto
the Foundation. The Foundation met this
challengein 2003 and 2004.

Asof December 31, 2004, the balancein
thisfund was $576,552. In December of
each year, the Foundation Board determines
the amount of money from thisfund to be
giventothelibrary, with atarget goa of 5%
of themarket value. TheLibrary Boardthen
determineshow thismoney will be spent.

Book-A-Year Endowment Fund - For a
gift of $500, abook in your name, or the
nameyou designate, will be purchased each
year in perpetuity for the Rochester Public
Library. Your gift will beacknowledged with
a nameplate. To date, 62 Book-A-Year
donations have been received and 216
books purchased.

Annual Fund Drive - Each year the
Foundation conductsamail campaign. The
mainfocusof thiscampaignisdonationsfor
booksand other circulating materialsand
programming. In March 2005, the
Foundation presented the library with
$27,318 in 2004 Fund Drive proceeds;
$615 wasdesignated for programming, and
theremander will beusadto purchaselibrary
materias. Watch for theannual fund drive
mailinginMay.

Memorials/Honors - Library
supporters may make donations to
honor the special peopleintheir lives
orinmemory of aspecid person. Gifts
are used to purchase books and other
creulatingmateridsforthelibrary. The
namesof donorsareasoincludedina
memoria book ondisplay onthemain
floor of thelibrary.

Wit, Wisdom & Wine Annual
Fundraiser - Wit, Wisdom & Wineis
anannud fundraiser whichtakesplace
inJanuary. Theevent consstsof twelve
educationa and informative speakers,
followed by a silent auction and
refreshments.

In 2005, $9750.00 wasraised by the
Wit Wisdom and Wine Fundraiser.
Theseproceedswill be used to support
the mission of the Rochester Public
Library Foundation.

TheFriendsof theRochester Public
Libraryisaseparateorganization that
supportsthepubliclibrary. Twomain
fundraising methods are an annual
membership drivein September, and
proceedsfrom the Friends Used Book
Sore Proceedsfrom thebook store
in 2004 were $40,000 and were
presented to thelibrary at the January
board meeting.

For moreinformation pleasecall CarrieFarrow at (507) 287-2626 or e-mail: cfarrow@r ochester.lib.mn.us

| !would like to give: _ $10,000 _ $5,000 __$2,500 ___$1,000 ___$500 ___ $250 __ other

| Please make checks payable to Rochester Public Library Foundation I
| $500 for Book-A-Year Program  Name for bookplate I
| In honor of / In memory of |
: My gift will be matched by :
| Donor listings & acknowledgements My name may be included Please do not include my name
: Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings 5""g
I 1 would like more information on: ___ Donating stocks, bonds & other assets Planned gift program |
# Name :
ress ity ate ip
Add Cit Stat Zi I
: Telephone email :
| Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation. | 3



